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From:  Command ing  O f f i ce r ,  USS REUBEN JAMES (FFG 5T)
T o :  D i s t r i b u t i - o n

Subj  :  COMMAND PHILOSOPHY

1 .  Our  ma in  goa l  i n  REUBEN JAMES i s  comba t  read j -ness .  W i th  the
Navy ' s  co re  va lues  as  ou r  f ounda t ion ,  we  w i l l -  ach ieve  comba t
f e a d i n e S S  i n  1 -  h r a a  n r i  - n . i  n 1 l  W a V S :

a .  Do  you r  bes t  -  Regard less  o f  t he  task ;  r  expec t  each
c rewmember  to  g i ve  1008 .  You  can  g i ve  no  more  and  shou ld  s t r i ve
t o  n e v e r  g i v e  l e s s .  B e  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  p e r s i s t e n t  a n d  p a t i e n t ;
lmpor tan t  t h ings  take  t ime  to  accomp l i sh .  Have  fa i t h  t ha t  i f
y o u  a l w a y s  t r y  y o u r  b e s t ,  t h i n g s  w i l l  w o r k  o u t ,  a s  t h e y  s h o u l d .

b.  Be a good shipmate -  Respect  o thers and be cooperat ive.
Be  l oya1  to  you rse r f  and  each  o the r .  Though t fu l  and  conc i se
commun ica t i on  i s  t he  key .  T rea t  o the rs r  ds  you  wou ld  l - i ke  to  be
t r e a t e d .  A  l o t  o f  w h a t  w e  d o  f r e q u e n t l y  i s  d a n g e r o u s ,  i t  s h o u r d
n o t  b e  u n s a f e  s o  l o o k  o u t  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r .

c .  Have  fun  -  Be  en thus ias t i c  abou t  you r  work .  seek
ba l -ance  i n  a l l  you  do .  Make  no  m is take ,  be j_ng  ready  fo r  comba t
i s  s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  i f  y o u  l a c k  e n t h u s i a s m  y o u  w i l l  n o t  b e
ab l -e  to  do  you r  bes t .

2 .  I  am commi t ted  to  exce l_ lence  and L h e  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a l l .
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